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Minutes 

 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 9th of July 2019 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Margaret King  (MK) : St. Ives TC 

Margaret Lumb  (ML) : Chairman 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Tony Hulme  (TH) : Somersham PC 

Dave McCandless (DM) : Community Roadwatch 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Andy Bush  (AB) : Hilton Action on Traffic 

Eda McPherson  (EM) : Holywell & Needingworth PC 

Susan Martin  (SM) : Holywell & Needingworth PC 

Jill Tavener  (JT) : Warboys Speedwatch 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Co-opted member 

Jeff Nicolls  (JN) : Earith PC 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 
Apologies had been received from Margaret Shardlow, Peter Smith, Wendy Oldfield and Brian Burpitt. 
 
The meeting welcomed Susan Martin as the new representative from Holywell and Needingworth PC and 
thanked Eda McPherson for her years of service on the committee.  
 

2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of the meeting held on 14th May 2019 
 

Proposed  MK: Seconded  TH:  All were in favour. 
 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

St. Ivo School: 



 
ML reported that she had finally got round to contacting the Ivo and had spoken  to Emily, Sam  
Griffin's secretary. They had  come up with a plan to  meet with the representatives of the new Year 12 
group, the PCC, the Head, Highways & a County Council rep. soon after the start of the new academic 
year. She had  suggested that before the meeting the Yr. 12 students are asked to think about  safety 
measures/good practice around the road near the school. 
 
OM added that the SmartCitizen pollution monitoring kits had been received only a few weeks ago and 
they were still being evaluated. They would also wait until the new academic year before involving the St. 
Ivo sixth form in any pollution monitoring exercise.   
 
Blocked Drains: 

OM had written to Highways to raise the matter of blocked drains in St. Ives that were causing problems 
with flooding and posing road safety issues. The following reply was received. 

Dear Owen 

 Thank you for your email, the Gully emptying program is looked after by our Network Management Team as a cyclic 
activity.  

Over the past few years some of our cyclic activities have been streamlined in an effort to make them more efficient, 
gully emptying being one. 

In general, gully’s are not emptied as often as they used to be and where we find issues like the one you have 
highlighted we will attend on an ad-hoc basis. 

I will arrange for this gully to be added to the list of ad-hoc sites. 

Regards 

Brian Murdoch 

Local Highways Officer 

 

4. Correspondence 
 
None 

 
5. Speed Limits on Rural Roads 
 

 

OM reported on a recent survey by the BRAKE charity on drivers’ attitudes to speed. The survey came up 
with some interesting results particularly with respect to acceptable speeds on single carriageway rural 

roads where the default speed limit is 60 mph. In response to the question as to whether 60mph is a safe 
speed for a vehicle on a road where there may be cyclists, pedestrians and horse riders, almost 60% of 
drivers either disagreed or strongly disagreed. Only 23% agreed. Clearly a majority of drivers do not think 
that the default national speed limit for these roads is a safe one. 
 
DM thought it would be more effective if derestriction signs showed the actual limit that applied, eg. 60 
mph.  
MK thought that speed camera vans would be more effective if they were used more randomly. 
AB said that they have to follow certain deployment criteria based on KSI data. 
MK asked if the criteria were ever reviewed. 
 

6. Cambs Accident Statistics and Vision Zero 
 

The 2018 figures have been revised upwards but there is no further data available for 2019. CCC are still 
waiting for around 50 accident reports  from the police for March. The trend here is uncomfortably similar to 



the way in which national accident data from the DfT has become harder to obtain over the past couple of 
years. This is probably due to a lack of resources rather than any sinister intent. 

 

KSI casualties in Cambridgeshire         

Month 

2015 2016 2017 2018* 2019* 

Fatal Serious Fatal Serious Fatal Serious Fatal Serious Fatal Serious 

January 4 13 2 17 6 28 1 19 2 22 

February 2 14 3 17 4 30 1 8 3 18 

March 4 12 5 12 3 28 0 18     

April 1 23 4 18 1 21 1 29     

May 2 30 0 20 4 33 0 20     

June 1 21 3 34 3 43 5 50     

July 3 18 1 25 3 28 5 33     

August 1 17 4 34 3 18 1 22     

September 4 21 3 43 1 22 2 49     

October 5 29 1 28 3 24 0 40     

November 1 29 3 30 6 26 4 41     

December 2 29 4 37 4 36 5 29     

Totals 30 256 33 315 41 337 25 358   

KSI  286 348 378 383   
 
The KSI figures for 2018 have grown by 13 which means that they have increased year on year since 2015. 
This trend is exactly the opposite of what is required to meet the Vision Zero target which the Chief Constable 
claims that Cambridgeshire has adopted. 
 
The County’s interactive accident/casualty  map only has data up to the end of 2017 so is becoming less useful 
as a tool for identifying accident sites and clusters. 
 
AB: It’s was a shame that Sgt. Alice Draper does not come to meetings. Sgt. Andy Street had been a very 
valuable source of help and information on road safety issues. Perhaps we should escalate this. 
 
DM: The problem is a severe lack of resources. There is only a sergeant and one PCSO to cover the area. The 
PCC can’t help because his role is purely strategic. 
 
TH: Somersham PC have the same problem with lack of police attendance at meetings. 
 
Both MK and NB said that the police attendance was limited to once a year at the most. 
 
ML: I will ask for a meeting with Alice Draper to discuss the situation. 
 

7. Wheatsheaf Crossroads Update 

OM reported that they had been in contact with Matt Staton to ask how the camera digitalisation programme 
was progressing. He responded to say that the contract has been awarded and they expect the cameras to be 
installed this financial year. He couldn’t be any more specific at this time as the phasing of when each camera 
will be installed has not yet been finalised. 

A follow up email asked if there had been any progress in re-assessing the risk criteria for the Wheatsheaf 
junction. Also whether the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Road Safety Partnership had formally adopted 
the Vision Zero objectives as the Chief Constable had claimed. No response received as yet. 



 
[Post-meeting note: The Cambridgeshire Annual Road Casualty report was delivered to the Highways & 
Infrastructure Committee on July 9th. The new criteria for assessing collision cluster sites is explained in 
section 2.17. 53 Cluster sites have been identified and are listed in order of severity in the Appendix to the 
report. The Wheatsheaf junction does not meet these criteria and is therefore not listed.] 

 
8. Watching Items 

 
Item 31: Hill Rise / Houghton Road 
 
Nothing new apart from the ongoing discussions with the school already described in these minutes. 
 
Item 49: Morrison’s Store / Compass Point: 
 
CS had looked into the planning application for the Lidl store and there is a 106 agreement to construct a 
Toucan crossing between the two roundabouts at Compass point. The exact location of this crossing has 
not yet been determined.  
 
MK said that this would not solve the problem for people wanting to cross the Somersham Road north of the 
roundabout where the pavement ends. The whole area is very congested and there is no warning for 
motorists about pedestrians. 
 
NB said that a change to the roundabout might offer some benefits. 
 

Item 50: Vegetation Cutting 

OM said he had looked into the issue of vegetation cutting to see if CCC were still relying on volunteers to 
do the work. On the website there is a document called Community Highways Volunteering which is not 
dated although the document properties give the creation date as June 2019. CCC is looking for help with 
siding out, litter picking, vegetation cutting and sign cleaning. The preamble states; 
 

The County Council’s Community Highways Volunteering Scheme allows communities to step in and work on 

the highways in your area, helping the County Council to maintain Cambridgeshire’s highways to a high 

standard. 

The scheme gives volunteers in the community the opportunity to enhance their environment whilst at the 

same time reducing pressure on county council budgets. 

With this scheme the County Council are creating the conditions whereby Parishes, Towns and Community 

Groups can undertake certain routine maintenance activities. The scheme essentially gives Parishes in 

Cambridgeshire the opportunity to carry out works that would otherwise be a low priority for the County 

Council. 

 

The document gives instructions on how to set up schemes in terms of training, equipment, insurance cover 
etc. 
 
No-one at the meeting had heard of this particular scheme. AB said it seemed to be very similar to the way 
the gritting scheme worked. MK said that many people already volunteered for numerous things and cited 
St. Ives in Bloom as an example. But it’s often the same people. Publicity is needed to attract new 
volunteers. 
 
Action: OM to circulate the CCC Volunteering Scheme document. 
 
Item 51: Needingworth – Meadow Lane Junction 
 
CS asked if there had been any more accidents at this spot since the fatality.  



 
OM said that the fatal accident which occurred on 24/01/2015 was marked on the CPRSP interactive map 
(see below) but there have been no other injury accidents recorded since then. 

 

 
 
 
CS responded that there was an accident there recently involving an elderly driver in a Skoda. One way to 
reduce the danger would be to stop people turning right out of the car park. But then drivers would have to 
go the long way round to exit the car park. 
  
Item 52: Sawtry way Speed Limit Reduction.   

DM gave a brief update on the situation regarding the failed LHI bid to reduce the speed limit on Sawtry 
Way. The feedback they had received suggested they should have stated the objectives of the bid and not 
the solution. CRW will also be challenging the policy of only allowing one bid per parish area and the 
precedence given to bids from the PC itself.  CRW will be requesting that the Sawtry Way 20/21 project be 
given an ‘executive bye’ because it was caused to be automatically disqualified by County Council 
corporate mishandling of its application last year. 
The description of this item as it appears on the agenda needs to be updated. 

9. Reports from members 
 

ML, Chairman:  
 
There is an LHI bid for a Pelican crossing outside St. Helen’s school in Bluntisham. 
 
AB, Hilton HAT:  
 
The Hilton Lorry Watch scheme is now up and running and there seem to be fewer HCVs passing through 
these days. The situation in Hilton has recently featured in the press. Speed watch are also active in the 
village. 
 



As an aside Jason Ablewhite stopped by the morning we were doing the HGV survey, did some "glad 
handing", handed out business cards and said he had just bought 10 data loggers, and to contact his office 
if we wanted to make use of one which we did.  Pc Jon Morris, Casualty Reduction Officer, eventually 
came, and despite my clear "suggestions", actually put it in totally the worst place in the village where we 
really don't have a speeding problem. For the reason,  I suspect,  to demonstrate to Mr Ablewhite  that 
there is not a problem.  
 
OM, HCV Group:  
 
The HCV group have bought some low cost monitoring devices that can measure pollutants and other 
environmental factors. The data can be accessed online and, if the testing shows the measurements are 
accurate, the plan is to install a number of them in villages affected by heavy traffic. 
 
The 2 devices in Earith High Street can be viewed using this link. 
 

https://smartcitizen.me/kits/9795 
 
SM, Holywell & Needingworth PC: 
 
A company DSCNNCT FSVL has plans to put on a festival at the Pike and Eel on the August bank holiday 
weekend (24th). Between  500 and 1000 people may be attending. The event is from noon until midnight. 
The PC and Highways have serious concerns and the police say they have no resources to assist. The pub 
currently only has a licence for events with up to 150 attendees but is applying for an extension to the 
licence to allow them to hold larger events that can go on until 1.30am. 
 
ML: There are no trains on the East Coast mainline between Peterborough and London over the bank 
holiday weekend.  

 
CS, Fenstanton PC:   
 
A petition is being raised for a pedestrian crossing in Fenstanton High Street. 
 
TH, Somersham PC: 
 
There  is a problem affecting residents near Hereford House on Somersham High Street. There are a 
number of blind driveways on the bend and speeding drivers make access dangerous. But the authorities 
will not allow people to install mirrors. 
 
DM said the reason for the mirror prohibition may be to do with the reflection causing problems for drivers. 
 
DM, Community Road Watch:   
 
The latest speeding statistics (see Appendix) show that there are serious and persistent problems in many 
places. Speeding is rife for a number of reasons including lack of resources to combat it and divided 
responsibilities. The Casualty Reduction Officer (CRO) has access to the logger data and he works for the 
PCC. But the enforcement team for the Roads Policing Unit is managed by Hertfordshire police. The 7 
PCSOs on front-line duty are not empowered to use the laser guns for speeding enforcement. 
 
WO, Earith Speedwatch (by email) 
 
While doing Speedwatch in Earith, we have had several people come up to us as they are really worried 
that they have to come out of a blind drive onto the High St, they would like something to be done about of 
this, they are Kingfisher Court, No. 92 , the drive near 102 extremely bad, and No. 83 , these people fear 
being hit., I said I would bring this to the attention of the RSC.   
 
Question for DM. Where in Earith he recorded the speeder doing 70mph and the time of day please. 



 
DM provided the details of this incident which was recorded at Whybrows Lane / Colne Road  in Earith and 
involved a grey Peugeot (LC66 HYZ) travelling towards Colne at 13:06 on 27th April 2019. 
 
MK, St. Ives TC:  
 
When you are travelling from the South (Hilton), you go over the A14 then just after you pass on the right 
the road coming from Fenstanton, there is a tight bend in a place where the road also seems to tip to one 
side.  Drivers tend to take this bend too fast and swing out to the right.  Furthermore, neither they nor 
oncoming drivers can see each others vehicles soon enough.  A few yards further on is the slip road for 
drivers travelling from the Huntingdon direction.  For some reason they sometimes do not allow for other 
vehicles already on London Road and a collision results.  Perhaps they just cannot see far enough in either 
direction.  
 
[Post-meeting note:  This site appears on the new collision cluster site table in 33rd position in terms of 
severity of accidents] 
 
JC, Co-opted member: 
 
Why was the matter relating to pedestrians crossing to the doctor’s surgery in Cromwell Terrace dropped 
from the watching list? There is still a problem here that needs to be looked at with pedestrians, many 
elderly, having to contend with vehicles from three directions when crossing the road. 
 
CS replied that he had made a report on the problem and handed it to the Town Council for consideration.  
Nothing seems to have happened. 
 
The meeting agreed that we should investigate why this was not pursued further and to reinstate the issue 
on the watching list. 
 
NB, Co-opted member: 
 
The residents of Splash Lane on the A1123 west of St. Ives have petitioned the Parish Council about the 
speed of vehicles which is making  it very difficult to turn on to the main road safely. They are hoping the 
PC will support an LHI bid for a speed reduction from 50 mph to 40 mph along this stretch of road.  At the 
moment the 40mph zone ends at the bottom of Houghton Hill.  
 
The speed of vehicles also poses a problem for people turning out of the Garden Centre which is about 
500 metres west of Splash lane.  
 
JT, Warboys PC 
 
Has been working with DM to do something about speeding on Fenton Road. After 3 attempts an LHI bid 
has been accepted for road narrowing similar to what has been done at Pidley. 
 
There are ongoing problems with parking around the Clock Tower in Warboys. In some situations drivers 
have been forced on to the wrong side of the road and there have been near misses. We are not sure what 
the solution is to this problem. 

 

10.  Items for Further Consideration  - None 
 

11. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 
 Tuesday  September  10th 2019 

Tuesday  November  12th 2019 
Tuesday  January  14th 2020 
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